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VICTIMS FAMILIES OF “JUVENILE LIFERS”
REACT TO SUPREME COURT RULING
IN GRAHAM v FLORIDA 
Washington D.C. – Victims’ family members whose loved ones were killed by teen offenders sentenced to natural life for their crimes, are available to share their reaction to the long and highly anticipated ruling from the Supreme Court of the United States in Graham v Florida about Life Without Parole (JLWOP) sentences for juvenile offenders tried and sentenced as adults for seriously violent crimes. 

NOVJL is profoundly gratified that the Supreme Court ruled today that JLWOP sentences for murder cases are constitutional. Murder cases comprise the vast majority of JLWOP sentences nationally. JLWOP remains a very rare sentence, less than 1500 cases nationally, and the non-murder cases comprise less than 150 of those, so less than 10%. The plaintiff offenders in the Sullivan v Florida (which was dismissed today) and the Graham v Florida had asked that all natural life sentences for offenders under age 18 be found unconstitutional, and the court declined to do so. 
The Court did however find that JLWOP was unconstitutional for the much smaller number of non-murder cases in the few states where this sentence has been available, including Florida. We remain concerned for the victims’ families of those few cases, and we ask that appropriate attention and support be given to them as they face now the new round of legal challenges. We know all too well how torturous this process is for victims of violent crime. Being deprived of legal finality in their cases and constantly having to re-open those horrible wounds is an awful experience for victims.
Given the significant amount of inaccurate propaganda that has been promulgated in recent years by offender advocates, we are further gratified that the Supreme Court’s majority ruling published accurate statistics about JLWOP nationally that came from a major study by the Heritage Foundation. We remain concerned, however, that this ruling erodes states’ rights to create whatever laws they feel they need to deal with crime in their states.
For detailed information on our stories and position, see our website at www.jlwopvictims.org. Our media page at that website has contact information for victims’ families that are willing to talk with the news media.  Also contact NOVJL President Daniel Horowitz (CA), or NOVJL founder Jennifer Bishop Jenkins (CHICAGO) above. Daniel Horowitz, NOVJL’s President, is a nationally renowned defense attorney who is a frequent guest analyst on national news media, including CNN, MSNBC, Fox and other stations.  His wife was murdered by a “juvenile lifer” in California.
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